
Brief to Finance Committee     May 8, 2014 

 

From: Pat Mencke 

           

To the Finance Committee: 

This brief is in regard to FATCA (Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act) and the IGA 
(Intergovernmental Agreement) between the United States and Canada. 

 

I am first and foremost a Canadian Citizen.  I came to Canada 10 years ago from the 
United States as a Permanent Resident in the skilled worker class.  Since 2004, I have 
lived, worked, owned property and voted only in Canada. It is, at this time, a misfortune 
to be considered a U.S. person due to FATCA and the IGA.  

This June, I have scheduled an appointment at the U.S. Consulate in Vancouver.  The 
purpose of this appointment is to document my RELINQUISHMENT of U.S. Citizenship 
due to taking the Oath of Canadian Citizenship in 2008 with this intent. This may give 
some protection to me personally from the overreach of the IRS and U.S. Government 
into Canada.  After relinquishment, I should no longer be considered a U.S. person but 
simply Canadian.  And I am fortunate that the IRS will not consider me to be among the 
wealthy.  I am not in a category, financially speaking, to be considered for the U.S. exit 
tax.  Perhaps this exit tax is intended to reduce the very large U.S. debt. 

What about the approximately one million other unfortunate Canadian Citizens with U.S. 
connections?  Giving the financial information of Canadian Citizens to the CRA to pass 
on to the IRS appears to be a violation of their Charter Rights.  It certainly looks like 
discrimination based on national origin. 

The United States may be violating international law as well.  It is imposing U.S. law on 
countries around the world, including Canada.  It is the only country in the world, except 
for Eritrea, to tax citizens residing in other countries.  In a world of residence based 
taxation, the United States is imposing citizenship based taxation on citizens of other 
countries, in this case Canadian Citizens.  

Canada’s sovereignty needs to be defended from the reach of U.S. FATCA law into our 
great country.  I support the proposed amendment put forward by Lynne Swanson and 
the Maple Sandbox.   

 



“Notwithstanding any provision of this Act or Agreement, for all purposes related to this 
Act or Agreement, “US Person” and “Specified US Person” shall not include any person 
who is a Canadian citizen or legal permanent resident who is ordinarily resident in 
Canada.” 

 

It is time for Canada to take a stand on this issue and not cave to this threat to 
Canadian Sovereignty.  It is time for Canada to protect the rights of all its citizens, 
including those who may be considered US Persons by the IRS. 

Sincerely, 

Pat Mencke 

Canadian Citizen 

 

 


